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Cost-Share Proposal: Douglas County Water Quality Legacy Fund (WQLF)
The Douglas County Water Legacy Fund (WQLF) exists to protect and restore our natural water resources in Douglas County, Minnesota and to complement existing efforts to protect and improve both surface water and groundwater quality in Douglas County, while providing the greatest potential benefits to our water and quality of life for generations to come. 


Eligibility Requirements:
To be eligible for consideration of funding, the proposed project must be consistent with the following criteria. 

A project is considered acceptable when:
· It will not jeopardize the continued existence of any threatened or endangered species or result in destruction or modification of the critical habitat of any such species.
· The project minimizes any negative impacts on the natural environment, while addressing existing cultural resources.
· It has a clear and direct water quality benefit.
· It produces public, not just private benefits.
· It is financially and technically feasible. 
· Financial Feasibility: A project is financially feasible if sufficient funds can be made available to complete the project. Each applicant shall submit a project budget identifying the nature and amount of each source of funds to be used for the project; a schedule indicating when such funds will be received; and a schedule indicating when funds available will be expended for project purposes.
· Technical Feasibility: A project that is structural in nature shall be considered technically feasible when it can and will be designed, constructed, and operated to accomplish purpose(s) for which it was planned, utilizing accepted engineering and other technical concepts. A project that is nonstructural in nature shall be considered technically feasible when it can and will be designed and carried out to accomplish purpose(s) for which it was planned.
Proposals that will have lower priorities or will not be supported are those that would:
· Provide direct assistance to regulatory programs.
· Relieve private liability for damage or provide assistance to projects in order to relieve such liability. For purposes of this section, "private liability" shall mean liability to a person or entity and shall include fines or penalties imposed by a governmental entity.

Reporting:
Funded projects will be required to submit a final project report to the Douglas County WQLF within 30 days of the grant period end date. 

For more information about the Douglas County WQLF, project eligibility and ranking, see Douglas County Water Quality Legacy Fund: Guidelines, Policies, and Procedures. 



Instructions:
Please complete the attached proposal form. 

If you have questions, contact us at DouglasWaterQualityFund@gmail.com. 

Send completed proposal form to:
DCLA, PO Box 1121, Alexandria, MN 56308 
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or email to DouglasWaterQualityFund@gmail.com. 
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	Douglas County Water Quality Legacy Fund (WQLF) Cost-Share Proposal

	Applicant

	Name of Applicant/Lead Entity:

	Address:

	City:
	State:
	Zip Code:

	Telephone:

	Contact Person:                                                   
	Title:

	Telephone:
	Email:

	Type of organization:       |_| Government Organization               |_| Non-profit            |_| Other 

	Project information

	Project Title:

	WQLF Requested Funding 
	$

	Funding from Other Sources
	$

	Total Project Cost
	$

	PROJECT DESCRIPTION, SCOPE & NEED

	Which funding category does your project address? Check all that apply. 
☐ Surface water quality and/or quantity
☐ Groundwater quality
☐ Storm water management  
☐ Protection and/or restoring/enhancing of critical habitat areas
☐ Erosion Control
☐ Nutrient Management
☐ Soil Health
☐ Outreach and/or education activities that promote natural resource improvement practices,                                                                                                         
     cooperative cleanup projects of water resources such as stream, wetlands, and lakes
☐ Other:




	Abstract: Provide a clear summary of the proposed project’s activities and outcomes (who, what, when, where, why, and how). (100 words)








	Describe the problem to be addressed, scope of work, and how priorities were set. (300 words)











	How does your project align with the WQLF’s purpose – to protect and restore Douglas County’s water quality, quality of life, and recreational values for generations to come? (100 words)








	What partners have been involved in identifying the need for this project and in developing the action plan? Briefly describe their role. (100 words)










	Do you expect to hire any contractors to assist you with the project?  If yes, has the contractor(s) been already determined? (100 words)








	OUTCOMES & EVALUATION

	How will this project benefit the public? (200 words)











	How will this project provide clear and direct water quality benefits? (200 words)











	What measures will you track and report back to demonstrate that this project has had a positive public impact and has improved water quality? (100 words)









	What, if any, return on investment is there on your project? (100 words)









	What is the expected life span of the project? (100 words)









	How will you ensure long-term operation and maintenance? (100 words)













	TIMELINE & FEASIBILITY

	What is the expected project timeline? 

	Activity
	Approximate Date to be Completed

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Discuss the technical feasibility of the project. How is it designed, and will be constructed and maintained to accomplish the purpose(s)? Will bioengineering and/or natural materials be used? If so, how? (200 words)













	FINANCIAL RESOURCES

	Has other financial support been pledged to this project or has it been applied for? If so, how much and by whom? When is this funding expected? If less funding was awarded, could the project still occur? (300 words)









	Have in-kind resources been pledged to the project (equipment-use, staff time, etc.)? (100 words)








	ATTACHMENTS

	Please attach the following to your application:

	1. Required: Budget
2. Required: Illustrations (map(s) and photo(s)) of proposed project (up to two pages)
3. Required: Completed design of proposed project (up to two pages)
4. Recommended: Letters of Support 
5. Recommended: Letter of Commitment

	CERTIFICATION

	I certify that information contained in this grant application is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief, and that I have authority to apply for funds requested:

	Signature:
	Title:
	Date:
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